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amount equal to the value of the shares at the beginning of the war. Such a result 
was reached in the United States Supreme Court in the case of a life insurance 
policy. New York Life Insurance Company v. Stathem, 93 U. S. 24; New York 
Life Insurance Company v. Davis, 95 U. S. 425. The author concludes that the 
correct theory, as he regards it, should be ignored, and the rights of the stock- 
holder preserved. This whole subject presents many interesting questions, which, 
after all, we hope may never be determined. A. R. G. 



The Law of the Universities. By James Williams. London: Butterworth 
and Company. 1910. pp. xviii, 151. 

This book attempts to collect between its two covers all the law relating to Ox- 
ford and Cambridge Universities under chapters on Prerogative and Legislation, 
Visitation, Government, Discipline, Education, Finance, Privilege, Courts, and 
Miscellaneous. The shortness of the space, five pages, devoted to Education is 
a fair indication of the point of view, which is legal rather than educational. 
Owing to the peculiar historical development of these two great English Univer- 
sities, the book, with the exception of a short consideration of law of infancy, 
pages 108-113, is of only academic value to lawyers and university officers in 
America. For us perhaps the most interesting chapters are those on Govern- 
ment, Finance, Discipline, and Courts. The government of these ancient uni- 
versities mainly depends, oddly enough, on three acts passed in 1854, 1856, and 
1877, statutes relatively modern when compared with the charter of Harvard 
(1650), under which the governing boards here are still acting. While Oxford 
and Cambridge enjoy extended exemptions from taxes and rates (pp. 72-75), one 
is surprised to find this immunity by no means as far-reaching as in some of our 
states. Very little public money, too, is paid to Oxford and Cambridge. Most 
of it goes to younger universities. The power of officers of the university over 
disreputable non-members, over places of amusement, and over citizens, and their 
strange right of forbidding a railway company to carry certain unfortunate under- 
graduates, are striking. These, and the existence of the University courts, are to 
us perhaps the most curious portions of the subject. The courts of each univer- 
sity have jurisdiction over members. The Oxford court has some jurisdiction 
over non-members when a student is a party, and an appeal lies to the Supreme 
Court of Judicature. The jurisdiction of the Cambridge court is narrower. It 
is but slightly extended over outsiders, and no appeal lies to the High Court. It 
is difficult to state whether the research in so highly technical a field has been 
exhaustive. One can at least say that, except in the consideration of the Ameri- 
can cases (pp. 137-139), it has every appearance of care and thoroughness. 

J- w. 

A Brief History of the Middle Temple. By C. E. A. Bedwell. London: 
Butterworth and Company. 1909. pp. vi, 132. 

This little book is composed largely of matter which the author has already 
published in legal magazines concerning the Middle Temple, and does not pur- 
port to be a "systematic history " of the Inn. It is, in fact, a brief sketch of the 
origin of the Inns of Court with their division into the two temples and a short 
account of the Middle Temple during and after the Restoration and in the eight- 
eenth century. Chapters are also given to its library and to some of its distin- 
guished members. Of especial interest to Americans are those chapters relating 
to the early history of this country and the influence of those members of the 
Middle Temple who were connected with the early enterprises looking towards 
the establishment of the American Colonies. ' j. s. s. 
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